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Sunday School looks l ike hard work. Gain and enjoyment of any
activity, however, increase as our participation becomes more intense.
Tliis issue of LUTHERAN TIDINGS salutes children and young people
eve rywhe re who t ake se r i ous l y t he i r oppo r tun i t i es f o r sp i r i t ua l g row th
through Christian Education, at home in the parish, and abroad in other
e n v i r o n m e n t s .

‘Cl

Un dkULod
Isaw Him in childliood with eyes brightly beaming,
At horne in the hills where the sunlight was streaming,
We played with the stars, on the clouds swiftly riding.
And saw not the cross which the woodlands were hiding.
Isaw Him in youth when my soul was unfolding.
My spirit flew high when His glory beholding;
He beckoned my soul, and He filled me with gladness,
His glory lent brightness to life’s gloom and sadness.

V i l h l e m B i r k e d a l .

^(Tr. by P. C. Paulsen)
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spiritual life in the heart which in some unknown
way replenishes itself. There is, as St. Paul said, a
natural integrated conscience in each person. There
is in each person anatural ability to trust others and
to operate out of amutual trust. There is an infantile
and intuitive respect for freedom as the supreme
value and the goal.

The experimenters said that acommunity which
would not suppress freedom but give i t achance to
f u n c t i o n w o u l d h a v e t o b e m a d e o f w h a t i s i n t h e
r e s e r v o i r . T h e y w e r e n o t f a n a t i c s w h o t r i e d t o
banish the state, but they knew that the nature
of the state is different from the nature of the people.
It has been given no other means than that of force,
and it is in itself align to conscience. The state officer
has only one thing to do, namely to assert the sovereign
force of the state and if it gets out of bounds it turns
into atotalitarian tyrant. .Therefore it is necessary
to limit its scope. That is the reason why they
barred the church from becoming astate institution,
embellished by religion, and they meted the state
force out to severa l depar tments , so that i t cou ld
not be centered in one person. They did not say that
the state could be eliminated, but they believed that
the people could be so alert, enlightened and trustful

that they would avoid centralized state
dictatorship.

You have heard about the princess
who together with all living creatures
in the castle and the garden fell asleep
and slept ahundred years. While they
slept, the thorny plants and obnoxious
weeds grew up and would have choked
the flowers had the pr ince not come
in time to arouse the princess and all
the creatures. What happened with
us? We did fall asleep and the totali¬

tarian monster roared. We are in regard to this as
guilty as Germans, Russians and others. It permeated
church life and got the upper hand in education. It
took over in defense activities and the military ma¬
chine got into the saddle. Gangsterism had aper-
vertive influence on jurisdiction. Worst of all, it
defected the mutual trust. It is like cancer, and it
freezes the spiritual life of the people.

Recently aman in Norway said that it is im¬
possible to build up apeace culture on the suspicion
which goes with war and aftermath of war. The ones
who carried on the war cannot make the peace. It
takes an awakened generation of trust and spiritual
warmth to revive the experiment and continue it.
The awakening can happen. Let us seek it and re¬
spond to it when it comes.

Your f r i end ,

Jletie^ ia ayau*u^
D E A R W I L L I A M :

Being more than twice your age, Idon’t know
why you should ask for my concept in regard to your
problems, but Ifigure that you have seen how little
afew years count in life problems. The totalitarian
demon tries to scare us away from taking both along
and broad view, living only in the newspaper moment.
That will naturally amplify the age differences. I
recall the time when ateacher could speak in alively
way -and understandingly to children ranging from
four to sixteen years; and now these children must
be classified into so many age groups. Does that mean
that the demon has taken over? Iknow you remem¬
ber quite keenly the silver wedding festival in imcle’s
garden. That was really afeast which did unite us,
the grandpa of ninety-five, the baby in the crib and
the neighbors included.

You have heard several people say that your
generation exists in astate of spiritual
inertia, and it hurts you. It hurts me
too and the inertia affects me so much
that Ifind myself in arational adjust¬
men t t o the h ibe rna t i on . The young
people go steadily and dispassionately
together. They seek asecure position
which will give old age provisions. Pre¬
ceded by atwo hour rehearsal, they are
nicely married in the church. '
punch and the cake are right, and he
has had training in holding her hand
when the cake is cut. They leave on their honey¬
moon trip at the right moment while the proper
amount of rice is being strewed. They have already
made arational agreement as to copulation and chil¬
dren. Coming home, they start to work in their respec¬
tive jobs and to make adjustments. Joining achurch,
attending worship services and belonging to one
of the committees is amajor part of the adjustment.
Going to the PTA meeting and becoming amember
of alodge is an addition to agood standing. One
must read the daily hi order to qualify in the .discus¬
sion, and it is agood thing to see Wagon Train and
the Steve Allen shov/s. As to food, the steak is always
appropriate, and ice cream is never objectionable. It
has for along time been right to cuss the Russians,
and now it has suddenly become right to find their
good points. This whole way of life is on par with
acold war, and the anemic panel argumentation.

Now let us consider the truth that you and Ihave
inher i ted, the exper iment cal led democracy and we
have no way of escaping from the legacy; nor can
we run away from the truth that this e-xp^riment
requires more and more vigilance, more and more
knowledge and an increasing amount of trust in the
life of the people. The people who launched the
experiment and had to break away from European
usage took it for granted that there is areservoir of

“ C o m f o r t i s a s t e a l t h y
thing that enters the house
a s a g u e s t , t h e n b e c o m e s
t h e h o s t , a n d fi n a l l y b e ¬
c o m e s t h e m a s t e r . ”

— ^ H a r r y G o l d e n .
" F o r 2 C e n t s P l a i n . ”

T h e
V0VV V V

Aage Mol ler.

M E T H O D

When God wants an important thing done in His
world, or awrong righted. He goes about it in a
roundabout fashion. He never lets loose thunderbolts
nor stirs up earthquakes. He simply has atiny baby
b o r n .

Margaret Applegarth.
Men as Trees Walking.
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In the Family ARingsted, Iowa, Pastor Brings One of the

C a r l o P e f e r s e i i Morning Messages at the District Convention
Coloss ians 2 :8 -23

EARE AWARE that the family is considered
to be the main and the strongest institution
in our society. Yet, it seems to suffer from

asense of defeatism and frustration; that is, mother
and father express an attitude of defeat toward fam¬
ily living in the world: What can we do? What can
we say? We don’t want to be odd-balls in the com¬
munity. And with ashrug of the shoulders, giving
in to defeat we say: Ijust don’t know what to do!
What has happened to the family life Ionce heard
f a t h e r a n d m o t h e r t a l k a b o u t a n d I o n c e k n e w ?

It is common knowledge that the industrial revolu¬
tion and science, have brought about tremendous
social changes in the life of the individual and his
thinking, and therefore also in our concept of family
l i fe and marriage.

Present day life has changed from being family
and church centered to school and community cen¬
tered. Where once the family mores used to project
into the larger community, now the mores of the
larger group of school and community control the
family and church. And woe to that home and church
which does not abide by the demands of this imme¬
diate society. Its parents are abnormal and its chil¬
dren a re ou tcas ts . And the pas to r w i th whom the
church is identified becomes a“meddling preacher.”
Rather than for this to happen we bow down in fear
and trembling, submitting to the yoke of slavery
placed upon us by this idol of collectivism and con¬
formity. Forsaking our church and home, we look
to this idol for our spiritual and emotional needs.

This is one avenue, one response taken by the
family facing the problems of family living. If you
can’t lick them, join them. What’s the difference,
anyway?

Another way used to meet the difficult ies of the
family in society is the road of retreat into alegalistic
piety of “don’t do this” and “don’t do that.

d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e f r e e d o m w e h a v e i n C h r i s t a n d i t s
mean ing f o r you th i n t he chu rch . The d i scuss ion
of one group expressed itself in ashort statement.
They saw their task to be that of guiding the youth
to afree and responsible use of things in this world.
For us to do this, that the family may grow in the
grace of God, means that there are si tuat ions and
occasions where we must obey the Don’ts and refrain
from doing what may not be harmful to our personal
relationship to God, but it may be harmful for our
mate, our children, their fr iends and ours. In Christ
“all things are lawful unto me but not all things are
help fu l ; '
and drink or do, you are not walking in love.

The foundation of Christian family life is none
other than the cross of your Baptismal Covenant.
“Receive the cross upon your brow and upon your
breast as atoken that you shall believe in the crucified
L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t ,
l i f e .

If your brother is hurt by what you eat

This is the foundation of family
The rock thac stands, when storms come assail¬

ing and floods wash the lands,” sending you running
to join the herd, hoping there to find escape; making
you turn and retreat into the citadel of legalistic
moralism, hoping there to find release; only, we
found not the reconci l iat ion we seek with God and
man. We found abruised conscience and ahardened
h e a r t .

In the cross alone, which is the only mark of the
Christian imprinted upon us in Holy Baptism do
find the freedom, “the peace which passes all our
derstanding, guarding our hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus.” Where this cross of Christ “is on guard, evil
powers are barred,"
separa te us f rom the love o f God in Chr i s t . Th is
cross on guard, does not prevent the possibility of
afree and responsible use of the things in this world
to flow out from afamily life lived in the church
under the cross. In fact there is no other way in

. 1- j 1 1 w h i c h t h e C h r i s t i a n f a m i l y c a n l i v e l i f e i n t h i s s o -
this too is alife oi bondage; ayoke of slavery. Once called “tragic predicament” of society,
aconfirmation class wrote atheme on the topic:
What is aChrist ian? AChrist ian is aperson who
does not drink, play cards, go to the movies, dances,
use cosmetics or swear at any time. This is the sub¬
stance of the theme. Poor children, they were dead
and buried in negatives even before they started
to live. Not one positive aspect of the Christian life
in the family was expressed.

Now, t he chu rch does no t advoca te t ha t t he re
are no “Don’ts” to be observed in the family calling
itself Christian. Some of us in this assembly today
should probably observe the Don’ts enumerated by
that confirmation class, because the things listed have
become, at least at times, an obstruction to the ex¬
perience of the freedom we have in Christ our Lord.

w e

u n ¬

powers which would tend to

The “reconciled life” in the church under the
cross," means that we are forgiven sinners. Sinners
to be sure, but “washed and sanctified and justified

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 6 )
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AGauge for Church Schools in the Four Merger Churches

^4^^x4cai 96, Sundcuf, School
Pastor John M. Manguiii

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

got to know who wi l l be using them,” explains Dr.
W. Kent Gi lber t , LRP d i rector. “Do the pupi ls l i ve
in the counti-y or the city? Can their materials talk
about heifers and threshing machines -or should they
b e i l l u s t r a t e d w i t h s t e e l c r a n e s a n d c o m m u t e r t r a i n s ?
You’ve got to know whether the classes have individual
rooms in which they can dramatize Joshua’s march
around Jericho. Or whether such activity is ruled
out because three classes try to out-shout each other
in one large room.

“One thing ought to be emphasized, however,” Dr.
Gilbert continues. “We are not trying to shake every¬
thing down to adead level of some statistical average
in the Long-Range Program. The fact that St. John’s
is the hiedian congregation in so many respects is
astriking phenomenon. It does not mean we will
tailor curriculum to fit St. John’s and forget all we
have learned about 1,080 other congregations we have
s t u d i e d . ”

After two years of asking questions and turning
t h e a n s v / e r s i n t o m i l l i o n s o f h o l e s i n t h o u s a n d s o f
pink, green and manila IBM cards, LRP can provide
t h e f a c t s w i t h t h e fl i c k o f a s w i t c h o n a n e l e c t r o n i c
brain. For instance, in most churches the wal ls of
Jericho will have to remain intact and the trumpets
of the Israelites remain unsounded. Only 15 per cent
of the congregations have separate rooms for all of
their classes. In 23 per cent of the congregations
most of the classes get along in large rooms that have
no dividers of any sort between groups.

St. John’s is like most. It has amixture. Younger
children have separate rooms. But juniors meet in
small, rather dark cubicles made by pulling curtain
d i v i d e r s .

A K E A N Y AV E R A G E P E R S O N i n t h e f o u r
Lutheran bodies that are working toward
merger, ask him to close his eyes, then say
the words, “Sunday School.” What he will

picture —whether he knows it or not —is St. John’s
Church, London, Ohio.

He may think he’s focusing on Mary Smith’s well-
scrubbed brood of sweet-faced kindergartners or John
Jones’ wiggling collection of problem juniors in his
o w n h o m e c h u r c h . B u t h e w i l l b e h a v i n g d o u b l e
vision, in his mind’s eyes he will also see Ada Deyo’s
six-year-old innocents and Kenneth Kullberg’s exas¬
perating live-wires in London.

He’ll be no more surprised at his double vision
than Ada Deyo and Kenneth Kullberg and the rest of
the teaching staff at St. John’s were when they learned
that they are “the typical Sunday School” in the four
merging bodies,

different,” Ray Arnatrout, vice president of the
church council, confesses. “How often v^e’ve said we
couldn’t do things other churches do because we are
not big enough or because we do not have enough
leaders or because we need more-space. Iguess every
church thinks its special.”

The one thing special about St. John’s is that it’s
so common. In many ways it’s so close to being at
dead center statistically that it sounds like something
astatistician dreamed up. The typical Sunday school
has about 160 pupils. St. John’s has 174. The typical
school runs for an hour and puts in about 30 minutes
on the lesson. St. John’s runs for an hour and puts
in about 30 minutes on the lesson. The typical has
mostly female teachers for classes aged 14 and below
and mostly male teachers for classes aged 15 and above.
St. John’s has one lone male teacher salted among
the younger classes and one lone female teacher pep¬
pered among the older classses. The typical is located
in acommunity with apopulation between 2,500 and
9,999. London is at the middle of these figures with
apopulation close to 6,000.

St. John’s, of course, wasn’t just dreamed up. Its
discovery was the result of hundreds of hours of
detective work in the research department of the
Long-Range Program of Parish Education. The Long-
Range Program is acooperative venture of the Ameri¬
can Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Augustana Lu¬
theran Church, the Suomi Synod, and the United Lu¬
t h e r a n C h u r c h . I n i t c o - o r d i n a t e d c u r r i c u l a r m a t e r i a l s
for all the schools of the parish are being developed.
Included are Sunday school, vacation church school,
week-day church school, catechetical instruction, and
t h e h o m e .

“When you are writing curricular materials, you’ve

We always thought our problems
w e r e

“Our big problem is space,” sighs Pastor Talivaldis
Gulbis. Aquick trip through church and parish house
m a k e s h i m s o u n d l i k e a m a s t e r o f u n d e r s t a t e m e n t .
Before the former parsonage, next door to the church,
was converted into classrooms in 1956, the youth
class barbecued itself every Sunday morning in the
nine-by-twelve slot beside the church furnace.

Ironically the seniors now gather around the cut¬
ting table in the church kitchen. Long-legged high
school boys tip their chairs against the gas range
whi le thei r teacher backs the ref r igerator. In terme¬
diates, on the other hand, are sardined into the pastor’s
office. Even the nursery and kindergarten rooms can
h o l d l i t t l e m o r e t h a n a t a b l e a n d c h a i r s .

“ E n r o l l m e n t h a s m o r e t h a n d o u b l e d i n t h e l a s t
ten years. Natural causes are responsible,” Ray
Armatrout says like astraight man. “We’ve scheduled
as high as 30 baptisms on one Sunday. The motto of
our Mr. and Mrs. Club is, ‘We are growing’.” Average
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age of the adult members in St. John’s is about 35.
Mr. Armatrout himself is only 31. The secretary of
t h e c h u r c h c o u n c i l i s 3 2 .

Youngest Sunday school teacher is an 18-year-old
girl who graduated from high school this spring. Oldest
i s i n h i s s i x t i e s . B u t m o s t a r e i n t h e i r t h i r t i e s .

This is typical. In the four merging churches the
average teacher is 36 years old. The majority are
between 26 and 45. Less than eight per cent are under
18. Less than seven per cent are over 55.

In one respect St. John’s is not typical. It does
not finance its Sunday school in the usual way. “We
have no Sunday school treasurer,” quiet-spoken Ray
Armatrout said with evident pride. “Sunday school
bills are paid from the general church treasury.
Sunday school offerings go into the general treasury.
Our Sunday school is part of the church. It isn’t
aseparate group of people that meet on Sunday
morning. The Sunday school superintendent is auto¬
matical ly amember of church counci l with ful l voice
a n d v o t e . ”

That’s not true most places. In more than three-
fourths of the 6,000 congregations of the four merging
bodies, the Sunday school has to support itself. In
addition, 28 per cent of the week-day schools and
more than 26 per cent of the vacation church schools
are financed solely by the Sunday school.

Consistently St. John’s council budgets more than
the Sunday school spends. The $600 earmarked for
curricular materials in 1959 was only the beginning.
Another fund provided the $115 for film strips, slides
and movies used in- the first half of 1959. Stamps,
stat ionery and postal cards were charged to “office
supplies.” Although the catechetical class meets on
Sunday morning, its $300 is aseparate budget item.
As is the money to send 25 youngsters to Ohio Synod’s
Camp Mowana this summer. Mr. Armatrout was
somewhat surprised that some congregations would
expect the Sunday school to pay for its own projector,
tape recorder, or tables and chairs.

All of St. John’s items added together would prob¬
ably come out agood bit better than the $5.16 per
pupil spent in the typical Sunday school.

Quality of teaching at St. John’s is probably close
to average. And that’s not high, according to LRP
research. “Only 13 per cent of the congregations set
up aspec ia l c lass to in t roduce the teacher to the
task of the Sunday school,” Director Gilbert reports.
“About 14 per cent give him ahandbook describing
procedures. In one of every four congregations the
new teacher’s orientation consists merely of chatting
with the superintendent. The only conclusion one
can reach is that congregations pay relatively little
attention to the training and orientation of new
t e a c h e r s . ”

At St. John’s most of the teachers work as assis¬
tants for awhile before they are given primary re¬
sponsibility for aclass. But such aprocedure may
pass along poor methods also. On arecent Sunday
all but two of the teachers used the same teaching
method, no matter what the age level. And if there
had not been agood deal of wiggling, avisitor might
have assumed that the children were glued to the
cha i r s .
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“Johnny, turn around and be quiet while Itell
this story from the lesson leaflet.” But Johnny was
apre-schoo ler.

N e x t t i m e t h e t e a c h e r ’ s v o i c e w a s i m p a t i e n t .
“Johnny, turn around and l is ten.”

Even impatience was no match for Johnny’s short
attention span. The story was not yet finished when
the teacher capitulated. “Johnny, you don’t have to
t u r n a r o u n d . J u s t l i s t e n . ”

What the teachers lack in teaching methods and
understanding of age-level characteristics, however,
they partially make up with other qualities. Prob¬
ably typical is Superintendent James Bailey. Although
he walks about ten miles aday as amail carrier, he
still has energy for the scores of administrative details
that would drive aless consecrated layman to give
up his church responsibilities. Most of the teachers
obviously love their pupils. And they are devoted
t o t h e s c h o o l a n d t h e c h u r c h .

By Dread Alone ?
Nuclear fall-out, trials in Cuba, the status of Berlin,

Sputnik and Lunik, Apartheid, Little Rock, Cyprus,
Mao Tse-tung —what does it all mean? Frankly,
is there any meaning at all? Is this. torment and
travail really travail: is anything struggling to be
born? And if anything, what? This may be the most
frightening question of all. Perhaps the future will
b e s o m o n s t r o u s t h a t w e d a r e n o t t h i n k a b o u t i t .
Perhaps it will be all right after all. Perhaps there
will be war. Perhaps there won’t. Perhaps we shall
like the future. Perhaps we shan’t be afraid any
more in ten years’ time. Perhaps we shall.

B u t w h o k n o w s ? A n d w h o c a r e s ?
Of course, men say that God cares. But then,

men would say anything. What is he doing if he
cares, when all is said and done? What is he up to in
all this chaos and confusion? Is he doing anything
at all? Or does he expect us to get out of this mess
by ourselves?

Now, that is impossible —utterly impossible!
Whatever else is true, that cannot be. It cannot be
that God is, and that he is not active. Upon this con¬
v i c t i o n w e i n t e n d t o m e e t a t A t h e n s i n D e c e m b e r .
Upon this certainty —and upon this certainty alone
—the Student Volunteer Movement is calling students
together fo r aconference.

It should be possible there to learn what God is
doing —or to begin to learn it. But you will not
necessarily like what you learn. It may make sense
of the mess, but the sense may contradict much of
what you like to believe, and it may be the sort of
sense that makes nonsense of the way we live.

For this reason half of the delegates to the Con¬
ference wi l l have come f rom overseas, f rom lands
where our own values are not taken for granted, and
where there are hopes and fears of w'hich we here
know nothing. In this meeting of opposites, this
clash of mind upon mind, the true should begin to
stand out from the false. We may be rebuked by them,
or they by us; we may be humiliated or encouraged —
that remains to be seen. What alone is sure is that if
we can begin there to see what God is doing, we shall
no longer have to live in this world by dread alone.
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Across The Land, Church Colleges This Month Have
Admitted Thousands of Young People.

Here Is aPenetrat ing Look At
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The Christian Church and Higher Education
A. Denis Baly

Professor of Political Science, Kenyon College

The Christian Church, ever since she first began,
has always been interested in education. Some of her
activities in this field may be thought, perhaps, to have
been unwise, but this does not alter the fact of her
persistent interest. We may think, for instance, of
the overwhelming part played by the medieval Church
in the education of the Europe of that time, of the
fact that as the American frontier was pushed west¬
wards from the Alleghanies the various churches were
among the first to establish schools and colleges, and
of the dynamic effect of the great missionary outreach
upon the educational systems of Asia and Africa, i f
indeed there a lways was such asystem before the
C h r i s t i a n s c a m e .

Certain features of this activity need to be noticed.
First, the Church has held that education is not for a
class or acaste but for all men, and not only for men
but for women. Without any question, it has been
the Christ ian Church which in country after country
has by i ts example compel led the quest ion of the
education of women to be taken seriously. Her de¬
mand that all should be taught is reflected, for instance
in the Sunday school movement, which first began
as ameans of teaching the children of the poor to read.

The second important feature is that though Chris¬
tian education has often been begun with the inten¬
tion of teaching people to read the Bible, it has usually
not stopped there. Instead, those who were responsi¬
ble for it found that they were driven to extend the
teaching and include all realms of knowledge. Thus,
one has the missions schools in widely separated
places setting the standard of education, both in the
academic excellence of the teaching and in the range
of subjects taught. The work of the Chr ist ian Uni¬

versities in China, for example, is of great importance
in the educational history of that country. So strong
has been this belief in the importance of education
as being itself aChristian activity that mission schools
have often continued to teach even when they were
forbidden any more to teach the Christian religion.
Not everyone, it is true, has agreed with this policy,
but i t has been responsible for keeping open many
mission schools that might otherwise have been closed.

Behind this insistence that education is aproper,
and indeed anecessary, activity of the Christian
Church lie some very important statements concern¬
ing the Christian belief. They start, perhaps, in their
simplest form from the example of Christ Himself,
who, when He was on earth, could be seen to be doing
four things: forgiving men their sins, teaching them
about God, healing their sickness, and caring for
the poor and needy. On this ba§is, then, Christians
have maintained that it was also their duty to do all
these things and that the ministry, the work of teach¬
ing, medical work, and social work, were all of them
C h r i s t i a n v o c a t i o n s .

There i s , however, a theo log ica l reason fo r the
importance of education in Christian thought. Chris¬
tians believe in what theologians would call the
Crea t i on , t he Inca rna t i on , t he Cruc i fix ion and the
Resurrection, that is they believe that the whole
universe was made by God and that all He made is,
as the Book of Genesis would say, “good.” They be¬
lieve that God respects what He has made and works
through it, so that in the history of the world there
have been vitally important events by which He made
Himself known. They would include among these
events the Exodus, the entry in Canaan, the fall of

j-zotn ĴVs.vj da[Lj-o%nia JIutfiE-xan
/ -

f . l . t . *

;!!!■!'
|l»r

Ventura LuUieran Col lege is now being bui l t . Tl i is
l ibrary is aproject of t l ie ELC. The col lege is 40
mi les f rom Los Angeles.

Science Building of the new college in Thousand
Oaks, California, to be built by Augustana Chim;h.
Six synods sponsor Ventura.
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The quest ion al l the t ime for Christ ians - in any
country, and in any sphere of work, is “What difference
does it make that Christ was born, and died, and rose
again?” If it makes no difference, “then is our preach¬
ing vain,” but if it does make adifference we have
to know what the difference is. We have been asking
s o f a r w h a t d i f f e r e n c e t h e I n c a r n a t i o n m a k e s t o t h e
studies of students in college, and this is aquestion
which is not asked near ly of ten enough. However,
it is not the only question for Christians on the campus.
There are also the questions of what they must do,
how they should stand up for what they believe,
whether there should be any difference in their lives
from those of o,ther good and well-meaning people.

One of the most disturbing questions on the modem
campus, especially as the universit ies grow to such
agigantic size, is that of community. The university
of today is no longer acommunity; i t is atown, and
it has, therefore, many of the problems of atown,
though they often appear in arather unusual way.
There is the question of the foreign students and what

ought to be done about them, whether
they should be integrated into the uni¬
versity (which means turning them,
into good Americans), or whether they
should be encouraged to be different.
There is the question of married stu¬
d e n t s w i t h f a m i l i e s , n o w f a r m o r e
numerous than they used to be. There
is the question of the many, many stu¬
dents who are just overwhelmed and
lost, and who must be helped, not to
escape from the campus, but to go back
o n t o i t a n d l i v e a u s e f u l a n d e f f e c t i v e
life. About all these questions, and

about many others too, the Christian on the campus
has to ask very seriously, “Does it make any difference
to this question that Christ died?” It is never easy
to give an answer, and most of the answers that are
given are altogether too glib and superficial. There
is need of an immense amount of earnest thought,
a n d t h i s s t i l l r e m a i n s t o b e d o n e .

October 5, 1959

Jerusa lem, the re turn f rom the Ex i le , and as the
culminat ion of them al l , the Bir th of Jesus Chr ist ,
a n d t h e n H i s L i f e a n d D e a t h a n d R e s u r r e c t i o n .

Now from this follows some very important state¬
ments about the world in which we l ive: first , that
everything in this universe is worth studying, because
God made it; second, because God revealed Himself
through events, there is therefore ahistory of events
to be learned and studied and explained; third, that
since God chose to become man in the supreme reve¬
lation, therefore human reason is something through
which He is prepared to work and not something
to be despised; fourth, because human reason is part
of man for whom Christ died, therefore it is some¬
thing which must be redeemed; left to itself, it can
be corrupted. Finally, because Christ’s work was not
complete until He rose from the dead, the complete
explanation of everything is not to be sought here,
in this world of time and space, nor on this side of
death, but in the world to come.

This explains the Christian interest in education.
There are, however, agreat many pit-
falls, and most of them center around
how to relate the discoveries of ail those
people who study the things of this
universe with what the Christian knows
about God and His revelation of Him¬
self in Jesus Christ. It should be clear
that the problem is not one of “science”
and “religion,” because there are all
sorts of religions, which do not all of
them teach the same thing about the
universe. Some religions, for instance,
teach that matter is evi l or that i t is
i l lusory. What Christ ians are con¬
cerned with are the statements of the Christian Faith.

Secondly, we have to be clear that we cannot get
rid of the problem by saying that science is dealing
with material things and Christians are interested in
spiritual things. The problem is that both are dealing
with material things. This is what is involved in
the statement that God revealed himself through the
events of Jewish history and finally in Jesus Christ
of Whom Christians say that He is really and truly
M a n . T h e C h r i s t i a n F a i t h i s t a l k i n g a l l t h e t i m e
about material things, about the often confused facts
of Middle Eastern history, about the nature of man,
a b o u t t h e w o r l d w h i c h G o d h a s m a d e a n d * w h a t H e
intends to do with it. You cannot read your Bible
and escape from “the compass of the world and they
t h a t d w e l l t h e r e i n . ”

Hov /ever, th i s i s j us t wha t i s be ing s tud ied in
universities and colleges, and what is discovered and
taught there often seems to be in conflict with what
C h r i s t i a n s h a v e b e l i e v e d . S o m e o f t h e c o n fl i c t s a r e

probably due to misunderstandings, but some of them
turn out, when we study them, to be real and different
problems. Obviously, we cannot just throw up our
hands and run away from these questions. We have
to face them carefully and seriously, without making
up our minds in advance about what we want to
believe. To believe sincerely in the Creation means
that we must respect the work of all those people who
study what God had created.

I t s h o u l d b e a m a t t e r o f
great concern to us that our
v a l u e s a r e s o c o n f u s e d t h a t
our cul tures pay television
a n d m o v i e a c t o r s m o r e t h a n

we pay our school teachers,
and we ha rd l y no t i ce t he
a b s u r d i t y .

B r o c k C h i s h o l m .
Can Peop le Lea rn t o Lea rn?

C h u r c h S c h o o l I n s t i t u t e

Church School teachers of this Synod are invited
to the Annual Church School Institute at Dwight,
Illinois, October 23, 24 and 25. An interesting program
has been outlined. Mrs. Margaret Erwin of the Chicago
Lutheran Theological Seminary will conduct periqds
in teacher training. Dr. Johannes Knudsen will dis¬
cuss the use of Church History in, aSunday School
Lesson. Besides this, there will be opportunities for
questions and discussion of mutual problems of Church
School teachers. Please register with: Mrs. Florence
Mortensen, 506 North Chicago, Dwight, Illinois.

Recipe for having beautiful children: be abeauti¬
ful parent.

E l b e r t H u b b a r d .
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A E L Y F D o i n ’ s

Paĉ UiXf̂  yoidiU Ringsted, Iowa: We held our annual meeting on
September 21 at the parsonage, electing anew vice
president, Duwayne Hansen, and anew treasurer, Rus¬
sell Heerdt. Thanks were expressed to the outgoing
officers, Gary Jensen and Carol Madsen. We decided
to help serve at the Harvest Festival, to take subscrip¬
tions to the Christmas magazine, YULE, and to invite
the young people from aULCA and Augustana church
to aprogram here on November 15. We also noted an
ULCA Luther League Rally at Manly. In addition, we
listened to the tape recording about the coming Na¬
tional AELYF convention and workshop at Nysted.

Sidney-Gowen, Michigan: We have had avery
successful hayride with folk, square dancing inviting a
neighboring church to join us. Forty-five attended.
Four carloads of us jaunted to Lake Michigan for an
outing, too. Our Friends of Youth are really helping.

Greenville-South Sidney, Michigan:W e h a d a
Regressive Dinner for the new confirmands here re¬
cently. We enjoyed being at the Sidney-Gowen hay-
r i d e , t o o . O u r n e w o f fi c e r s a r e : P r e s i d e n t P a m C h r i s -
toffersen, Veep Mary Ellen Nielsen, Secretary Pearl
A n n H a n s e n a n d T r e a s u r e r S a n d r a J o h n s e n .

Alden, Minnesota: We stepped into action here by
serving acommunity breakfast on August 30. The
community responded very well, with anet of $75. We
also plan acandy booth at the Ladies’ Aid supper and
wi l l he lp decorate the church for Harvest Fest iva l .
Our big Halloween party is scheduled for October 18,
with gobl ins, witches and the works.

Newington, Connecticut: P a s t o r a n d M r s . N i e l s a n
had an open house for us here on September 20. We
played volley ball, ate hamburgers, hot dogs, potato
chips, cake and cookies and drank soda. After re¬
freshments, we went to the church where we watched
the fi lm s t r i p , “ I t ’s Your LYF. ” We a l so we lcomed
the new confi rmands whose en thus iasm w i l l be a
great addition to the future meetings.

Cedar Falls, Iowa: At our last meeting, we saw
the fi lm s t r ip , “ I t ’s Your LYF.
good and valuable informat ion. We also l istened to
the “Nysted in November” tape recording.

American Evangelical Luth.
Youth Fe l lowship

E D I T O R : E V E R E T T N I E L S E N

11 0 0 B o y d
D e s M o i n e s 1 6 , I o w a

t ■

N e b r a s k a n s C o n v e n e d
Atotal of nineteen visiting delegates (Cordova

had five, Kronborg eight, Nysted four and Rosenborg
two). Pastor Carl Laursen, Pastor and Mrs. Folmer
Farstrup and Mr. and Mrs. Harald Sorensen were given
awarm welcome by the Hay Springs Lutheran Youth
Fellowship and Pastor and Mrs. Lavern Larkowski for
the district convention of the Great Plains area. Be¬
ginning on Friday afternoon, July 31, the meeting
ended with acomm.unity dinner at St. Peter’s Church
on Sunday, August 2. The visitors were housed by
the congregation.

We got acquainted by singing and playing games
under the direction of the Larkowskis. After supper,
a“private swimming party” was held at the Hay
Springs pool. After plenty of ducking and diving, we
returned to the church for refreshments and arestful
devotional service around the campfire on the church
grounds.

The business meeting was held on Saturday. The
highlights included such things as preparing anew
district constitution, to be voted upon next year; dis¬
cussion and assigning of duties for each Fellowship
concerning the AELYF convention in Nysted; election
of Steve Jacobsen, Marquette, as president; Janet
Christensen, Nysted, as secretary; and Pastor Larkow¬
ski as advisor; aspecial thank-you was given to Pastor
Laursen for his work as advisor and the acceptance
o f C o r d o v a ’ s i n v i t a t i o n t o t h e 1 9 6 0 c o n v e n t i o n .

Saturday afternoon was spent at Chadron State
Park. This is abeautiful park near Hay Springs
which added agreat deal to the week end. We spent
our t ime hiking, swimming, boating, or just enjoying
the wonder of it all. In the evening, we gathered
back at the hall for more singing, followed by dancing
—the square and folk variety. An impressive candle
lighting devotional ceremony ended afun-filled day.

We all attended Bible Study on Sunday morning,
and then gathered in the church. There, we worshipped
with the congregation and participated in holy com¬
m u n i o n .

Final adieus were said following the fellowship
d inner. The Kronborg ga ls had abouncy r ide back
in the rear of apickup truck piloted by Pastor Laursen
. . we hope they a l l recovered . Three ca r loads o f
conventioneers took the long way home by going
sight-seeing through the Black Hills and the Bad¬
l a n d s o f S o u t h D a k o t a .

With the vote of thanks expressed by the con¬
vention to the Hay Springs LYF and congregations
comes this personal thank you and, “hope to see you
and you next year at Cordova, and Ido mean YOU.”

Greg Farstrup, Reporter.

I t gave us a lo t o f

Over the Typewriter
School has been going for amonth now a n d w e

imagine you are getting into the groove of studying.
Just think of all the things we would NOT have if
no one had been educated. And think about how much
you are denying yourself by staying away from the
post-confirmation Sunday school classes. You did not
graduate out of but into the church!
*^VVVV^WV^U^VVVVWWVl^WMVVVU^ \VVkWVVl^^W^VVVV\^VVV^VVV^^^V \ \ \VU^^ \V lVV^VW^VVWV^WmVMVAV\

A t t e n t i o n ! A t t e n t i o n !

Send your registrations to Mrs. Orville Soren¬
sen, Dannebrog, Nebr., for the National AELYF
Workshop and Convention, November 6, 7and 8.

The cost for the week end is $8.50. Pack your
\bags, get that carload together it won’t be long
Inow. Be looking for road and train information
\coming to you.
^wvwwwwvwwvwvww

F l a s h !

s

%
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MRS. AAGE PAULSEN, EDITOR

Beaver Crossing,. Nebraska

Mission); $200 North Cedar (Home Mission); $100
Cedar Falls (St. Paul) (Home Mission); $100 Brayton,
Iowa (Home Mission).

Ihope you have read the financial statement in
The synod projects for 1960

will be: Home Missions and Scholarship Fund.
It was proposed at last year’s convention, that we

have abudge t commi t tee appo in ted to work ou t a
budget and present it to this year ’s convention. The
committee were: Miss Ida Christensen, Mrs. Richard
Sorensen, Mrs. Harold Olsen and Miss Emilie Stock¬
holm, ex officio. The proposed budget was thoroughly
discussed pro and con and then accepted. Would like
to have equalization of the travel expenses for our
district president to one board meeting. It was felt
that it is unfair to expect the districts on the west
and east coasts, to pay so much more than we, per¬
haps more fortunate ones, who live nearer the center
of the synod. So it was planned to include this in the
budget; thus it would be equalized. It was suggested
that the board have its meeting at convention. This
is practically impossible, as there isn’t time or place
the re f o r an a l l day mee t i ng . The re w i l l a l so be
three merger committees this year arid it’s surely no
more than right that they receive coach fare. (Each
one takes care of the rest of the expense personally.)

1) There will be a“Blue Print Committee.” They
Will work with the merger process of the four women’s
g r o u p . T h e r e s h o u l d b e t w o m e m b e r s — n a t i o n a l
president and one other.

2 ) An “Educa t i on Commi t tee . ’
asked to have three represent us.

N E W A S S I S T A N T S E C R E T A R Y

Mrs. C. Arnold Buhl,
Tyler, Minnesota.

Report of the 1959 National
W M S C o n v e n t i o n

The convention business session met Friday eve¬
ning, August 14, at 6:30 and was very well attended.

I t was recommended that our local groups plan
their yearly programs in advance, with more emphasis
on Home Missions, Foreign Missions, and awider Fel¬
lowship theme. By wider fellowship we mean work¬
ing together through organizations such as United
C h u r c h W o m e n .

It was noted with pleasure, that many of our groups
are having fellowship with the other three groups of
the proposed merger. Also, through taking part in
World Day of Prayer and other projects of the United
C h u r c h W o m e n .

It was noted that many and varied projects were
carried on in the local groups. There is an increasing
interest shown in mission work. Some of the projects
were: Support of Korean Orphans; Support of Santal
Child; Support of Migrant Work; Scholarship Fund for
Girls Attending GVC; Massed Chorus of Women at
District Meetings; Sewing Groups for Welfare Work;
Christian Service Groups to Shut-ins and Institutions.
Additional suggestions were: Mohulpahari T.B. Unit in
India; Portable window fans for the Old People’s Home
in Des Moines, Iowa. (At this point, amotion was made,
seconded and carried, to buy three portable fans for
the Home.)

Las t yea r ’s conven t i on had asked tha t amode l
constitution for local women’s groups be presented
to this year’s convention, and it was. It is amodel
patterned after the district and national constitutions,
only on amuch simpler scale, of course.

Mrs. Frances Nielsen presented the recommenda¬
tions of the Scholarship Committee. It was accepted
by the convention, after afew changes were made.
You no doubt have read it on the page “Our Women’s
W o r k ” i n L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S .

We have had aspecial project in mind for the 75th
anniversary of the Chicago Children’s Home —namely
new beds . To our surp r i se , we heard the Wel fa re
Board announce that they were considering achange
for the Home. It will probably be used for emotion¬
ally disturbed or handicapped children. There seems
to be agreat need in these fields. However, we will
still recognize the 75 years of service, with appreciation.

As usual, the board suggested and the delegates
okayed the following: $500 Scholarship Fund; $100
Circle Pines (Home Mission); $100 Brown City (Home

O u r W o m e n ’ s W o r k .

W e h a v e b e e n

We have been asked to cooperate
—have one person represent us; perhaps the editor.

Miss Emilie Stockholm was re-elected president
for another two-year term.

The following resolution from the Cordova Ladies’
Aid was discussed, and it was unanimously voted to
send the statement to Washington, D. C., coming from
o u r n a t i o n a l c o n v e n t i o n . T h e r e s o l u t i o n :

3) “Magazine.

We, the members of the Women’s Mission Society
of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church, wish
to vo ice a formal pro tes t aga ins t the ind iscr iminate
use of our television channels for the portrayal of
scenes of crime and violence. We feel it is aserious
threat to the morals and mental health of our children
and young people to be continually exposed to the
portrayal of all manner of evil. We make an earnest
appeal for cleaner, healthier entertainment.

Dovm in their hearts wise men know this truth:
the only way to help yourself is to help others.

E l b e r t H u b b a r d



October 5, 1959

up some statistics which we are happy to put before
our readers. Basebal l is fun, but there are enter¬
tainments of deeper quality, and we see in the follow¬
ing figures some indication that the American people
are not neglecting those activities of the human spirit
which may have more probing and lasting value than
sports. For example, music; Concert music recordings
were bought last year in the amount of $90,000,000.
There are 23,000 orchestras and 45,000 bands in our
schools. Two hundred and fifty books on music were
published last year —twice the number published
only adecade ago. There are 728 opera-producing
groups in the U. S. There were 4,000 performances
of operas, and most interesting of all —more than
half of these were contemporary works, and 85 per
cent were in English. There are 500,000 music teach¬
ers in this country. More than half of the symphony
orchestras of the world are in the U. S. (A generation
ago there were less than 100, and now there are over
1,000.) And afinal note: last year Americans spent
more money at the concert box office than they did
at the baseball gate. (The ancient Greeks spent more
on drama than they did on defense.)
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OPIN ION

A N D

C O M M E N T

THIS PAPER does not usually devote an entire
LUTHERAN TIDINGS is so multi¬issue to a“ theme. '

purposeful an organ that it does not lend itself to that
kind of treatment. This time we do have several re¬
lated articles which seem to tie the current issue to¬
gether with athread which might be called “Christian
education.” Since most of our churches are gett ing
their education programs into high gear, after having
been in neutral during the summer months,- this is
the time for such an emphasis. Christian education
is amission work. Little children are as rich afield
for evangelization as any pagan jungle society, and
most congregations recognize the educational phase
of their activity as of supreme importance. Young
and old need to be made acquainted with God and
with His expression of Himself on earth, the Master.
This is the main a im of Chr is t ian educat ion. L i t t le
ones need to grow into such comradeship with God
that fellowship with Him is unstrained and natural.
At the same time, there must be adepth to the rela¬
tionship so that more than asurface association is
achieved. It is not enough to have anodding acquaint¬
ance with Him. We must develop in children atrue
Father-child feeling. This can perhaps begin with a
consideration of thanksgiving —gratitude. Children
understand this easily. It can then develop into a
gradual discovery of God as Resource, not merely
for physical requirements, but for the emotional and
spiritual needs which multiply with maturity, Finally,
the church’s educat ion program does not end wi th
c o n fi r m a t i o n o r w i t h a d u l t B i b l e c l a s s e s . I t c o n t i n u e s
out into the extension of the Christian college where,
away from home, the church can continue to make
the most of its opportunity for education in the
things pertaining to God. The several articles on
this general theme which you will find in this issue
wil l be worth your t ime.

Carl, our Custodian, was making his annual check
o n fi r e h a z a r d i n t h e c h u r c h . H e s c o w l e d a t a n e x ¬
tension cord that lay beside the organ, and said,
“Pastor, Ihope the church council has our fire insur¬
ance kept up to date. Now that we are starting up
heaters in the churches, some of them are going to
be in the news, burned to the ground.

“We talked about it at last council meeting, Carl.
Everything is in order, and our premiums are paid in
advance. Isuppose you’re checking everything.”

“I wish Icould guarantee we were safe from fire.
I’ve done what Ican, Ithink. It always hit me kinda
funny that our insurance on the church covers about
everything except ‘an act of God’.”

T h i s w a s a r a t h e r a s t u t e o b s e r v a t i o n a n d w e
acknowledged it with achuckle, and then said, “Some
people think things like life insurance are asign of
a l a c k o f f a i t h . ”

“Maybe it is, in away, pastor. But it seems like a
kind of irresponsible faith.”

“I agree. We are going to die, all of us, some day
and we might as well face that fact squarely.”

“Yep I’m going to put it off as long as possible
It’s not something abody wants to rush into. In

fact, dying is about the last thing on earth I’m going
t o d o . ”

“I can’t argue there.”
“Say pastor, did you see Khrushchev? What do

you think of him cornin’ over here and stirrin’ every¬
body up like that? He brought so many of his family
along Ithought for awhile he was going to ask for
political asylum here.”

“I think it was agood idea. It is something new
for us and for the Russian people. It all contributes
to historic development, and Idon’t see any harm
i n i t . ”

OUR TOWN IS baseba l l c razy. Our team went ,
in one season, from seventh place to first place, and
last Sunday’s sermon competed with television of a
game in the East which was beamed to the West
Coast at 10 a. m., on aSunday morning. Those who
did go to church furtively wished that pastors would
announce the score instead of the hymn number. We
personally have an interest in baseball (although in
two years 'we'"have not yet seen our Dodgers play
agame.) But it is hard for apastor not to wish that
he could excite and stir up his people in behalf of what
is amuch more vital competition than baseball
competition between materialism and the things of
the spirit. The current craze prompted us to look

“Well, he sure got alot of free publicity for him¬
self and his ideas. Wouldn’t i t have been better to
let him stay home in the first place?

“Carl, we’ve got to keep all the avenues open
between us. The more of them we close off, the more

) )t h e
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is anecessity. The results also give the college some
idea as to placement in math, English and science
courses. Isuppose the tests might well be described
as gruel ing. One th ing is sure, they are long and
exacting.

After ahectic testing and registration period, the
students are “ t reated” to agood t ime. There is the
student mixer which helps to put each new student
at ease, and at the same time to let him know that
college is fun, too. This year’s mixer was truly a
s u c c e s s i n t h i s a r e a .

Something new has been added in the men’s dorm,
and someone new, too. Dur ing the summer, crews
of painters were busy, and the results are really great.
Each room in the dorm has been painted, and in at¬
tractive colors yet!!! To make agood picture com¬
plete, we have aresident professor to keep an eye
on the fellows in the dorm, to advise them, and to
help them when necessary, i^rofessor Graham has
already exerted very good influence on the young
men. They come down to dinner on Sunday wearing
ties and jackets. And do they look nice!

Another add i t ion to the facu l ty i s M iss Sandra
Jensen of Des Moines who is afull-time assistant in
chemistry. We all hope that Sandra will stay with
us the full year, even though she is planning to be
married early next year.

Imus t no t fo rge t to men t ion tha t the f reshman
orientation class fills every seat in Luther Memorial
Church. It is truly an inspiration to see so many
young people. Convocations are to be held as usual
i n G r a n d V i e w L u t h e r a n C h u r c h .

The new Des Moines Public School Educational TV,
Channel 11, will be featuring several Grand View Col¬
lege people. They are, in order of their appearance.
Dr. Nielsen, Miss Moravec, Mr. Rasmussn, and Mr.
Speed.

Did you know that Sunday, September 27, 1896 was
Founders’ Day? We didn’t either, but Dean Kilde-
gaard, interim pastor of Luther Memorial Church, had
asked Dr. Nielsen to preach at the two services on
Sunday, September 27. Where Dr. Nielsen ever located
the information, Ido not know, but he came up with
the surprising information of Founders’ Day and wove
about it asermon that was most appropriate. So in
aquiet sort of way, we celebrated asixty-third anni¬
versary on Sunday, September 27, 1959, one that
touched both the congregation and the school which
has always been close to it.

As always at the opening of aschool year here at
GVC, we come with news which might well be termed
a“potpourri” of events, perhaps not too well organized,
but some information which we feel you should have.
Maybe by the next issue of LUTHERAN TIDINGS,
we will be more in the groove. Are we forgiven? We
hope so. See you again real soon. Who am I? Your
official reporter, appointed by the president, but not
as yet aOne-dol lar-a-year man. (Now there’s
bi t ion to str ive for!)

The Voice from Grand View

We Open Our Doors

I D E

We all know the song so popular afew years ago
“June is busting out all over.” If you were to step
into the lobby at Grand View College any school day
th is week, next week or next month, Ibe l ieve you

'might agree with us when we say that we, too, are
—well, let’s be dignified and say we’re bursting at
the seams! (Not quite as expressive, but perhaps it
does sound better.) This year there are 464 students,
including 45 nurses. Some of these people come from
our synod, some from Des Moines, some from Chicago,
New York and Gary, I nd iana . I n recen t yea rs we
do not remember having students from Indiana, and
certainly not from Gary. Our foreign students are
from Thailand, Africa and Norway. The young lady
from Norway came to us through the “salesmanship”
of Ellen Ellgaard who studied in Norway for some
weeks during the summer last year.

The sophomores registered first, and so were on
hand to assist the freshmen when they arrived for their
t h r e e - d a y t e s t i n g p e r i o d a n d r e g i s t r a t i o n . W i t h
l i tera l ly hundreds of s tudents c lamor ing to be ad¬
mitted into our col leges today, this test ing program

rigid the Russians become. And us too. They seem
to be getting more and more flexible now, and we
have got to encourage that in every way we can. That
will give us time, and will give them time to develop
f r o m t h e i r c r i s i s - m i n d e d s t a t e i n t o a m o r e s t a b l e s t a t e
which will be less dangerous to us.”

“If we let them get more stable, they’ll be more
dangerous.”

“I think you are wrong, Carl. The unstable state
of mind is the riskiest to deal with, because suspicion
and panic are enough to trigger that kind of mind
into thought less act ion. This is what we have
to avoid, on both sides. Not only that, but Jesus
taught that there is something to love, even about
our enemy. The least we can do is try to discover
what i t might be.”

“The less truck we have with them, the better,
i t s e e m s t o m e . ”

“Well, we are not going to convince each other,
so I’ll get back to my study and let you finish your
work. If you are going to do any cleaning today. I’ll
appreciate it if you will skip doing my office. I’ll need
t o b e a l o n e f o r a f e w h o u r s . ”

“Got some deep thinkin’ to do today?”
“I’m preparing aspeech and I’d rather not be

disturbed —You must have aplace in your house
where you go and don’t get disturbed. Don’t you
have as tudy o r a re t rea t o f some k ind? Aden?”

“Nope, Idon’t have aden, pastor. Ijust growl
a l l o v e r t h e h o u s e . ”

a n a m -

Info, Inc.

D o n ’ t w o r r y a b o u t t h e i d i o c i e s o f t h e y o u n g e r
generation. You were like that, and look how well
you turned out.

—Robert Quillen.
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presents the history of this part of the globe from
the beginnings down through the ages.

Early next afternoon we turned north, leaving the
trans-Canada and heading for Dalum. Very soon the
land became more roll ing. Presently the Dalum
church loomed up ahead of us, as impressive as a
cathedral. Dalum is but aneighborhood, afew homes,
garage and school, with no grain elevator; the church
reigns supreme over the landscape.

Dalum’s folkefest has ahistory of several decades.
It used to be held, we were told, in one of the wooded
coulees that cut into the prairie hereabouts. Lectures,
folk dances, food and freely-flowing coffee were offered
in the open air, sunshine or shade. Probably weather
was no more predictable in bygone days, but now
people are less willing to take chances. (We did have
storms both Sunday and Monday evenings!) Meetings
are now held in the church. Tables were set up, hos¬
pitably, in the basement and under an outdoor shelter,
but many chose to spread their picnics in the shade
of the tree-hedge which surrounds and encloses the
large p lot o f ground where stand both church and
parsonage. Visitors from neighboring towns and
churches, friends and relatives from the states attend
the meetings, as well as the local Dalum people.

The meetings and the Sunday worship were well-
attended and well-received in spite of the fact that
some were driven home early for fear of rain, mud
and impassible roads. Harald gave two lectures based
on “Modern Rivals to Chr ist ian Fai th” by Cornel ius
Loew. Gordon Mi l le r and Hara ld read the d ia logue
between the, Christian and the Humanist, which was
further develbped and emphasized in Harald’s ta lk.
Gordon Miller gave alecture based on the book. Peace
of Mind, by Liebman. The German Evangelical Aca¬
demies and similar experiments furnished the topic
f o r H a r a l d ’ s fi n a l l e c t u r e . G o r d o n M i l l e r ’ s fi n a l l e c ¬
t u r e d e a l t w i t h M a r y B a k e r E d d y a n d C h r i s t i a n
S c i e n c e .

O n e o f t h e m o s t f e s t i v e m o m e n t s o f t h e w h o l e
meeting was the time spent after supper on Monday
evening when young and old gathered spontaneously
and informally around the piano in the church base¬
ment to sing from the new World of Song. Such
enthusiastic singing from our own song book is rarely
heard. Requests came thick and fast for all kinds
of songs. Before the final note of one song was given
its full coimt several voices would be clamoring the
number for the next. There was no attempt to make
a l o g i c a l s e q u e n c e . “ W h a t a m i x t u r e ! ” s a i d P e t e r
Rasmussen, and it was. But as nature blends all or
any hues, so the joyful spirit of this group could put
songs together in unlikely combinations without undue
clashing. All were reluctant to stop when time came
for the meeting upstairs. Peter Rasmussen and Gor¬
don Miller offered afew closing thoughts, and, in
anti-climax, Saralice Petersen presented agroup of
American folk-songs.

Several homes welcomed us during our visit with
hospitality and fine food, more than we could accept
for lack of time (and space), but we remain grate¬
fully thankful for all that was given or offered us.
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in Dalum

“ F O L K E F E S T ”

S a r a l i c e P e t e r s e n

Luck, Wisconsin

EVEN YEARS IN District Five, and seven years
within aday’s drive of Canada, and this was
to be our first excurs ion north of the border,

atrip to Dalum, Alberta. Leaving Wisconsin wood¬
land we soon found ourselves out on the wide prairie
—Minnesota, North Dakota then, after abrief pause
at the border, Saskatchewan and Alberta, mile upon
mile, two full driving days, of prairie. Our little red
Volkswagen purred steadily across this green-golden
land under the magnificent blue sky. Prair ie land is
sky country. Storms that introduce themselves on
the far horizon will be old acquaintances by the time
they are overhead and the paths of the wind are no
secret here. Clouds indicate the highways and back-
country roads as they speed or drift along. Some
of the airy boulevards have the same speed limits
a s d o t h o s e b e l o w. O n c e a b i g g r a y r a i n c l o u d
travelled steadily along with us at sixty-five miles
per hour for ahundred miles or so. Luckily we were
not di rect ly under i t .

The trans-Canada highway runs smoothly east to
west through seemingly endless wheat fields, every ten
miles or so passing small towns which exist, appar¬
ently, for the purpose of maintaining their six or
eight or nine huge elevators lined up along the rail¬
r o a d t r a c k . « -

Out in the midst of all this prairie we spent one
night at Cypress Hills, arelic of pre-glacial landscape.
It seems that when that huge blanket of ice over¬
w h e l m e d a n d c o v e r e d t h e w h o l e n o r t h e r n h a l f o f
our cont inent, i t flowed around and lef t these hi l ls
an island. Plants have survived here, adapting them¬
selves from asemi-tropical climate to the more severe
temperature changes of the present age. Al l around
is the pra i r ie , whi le here in contrast are h i l ls and
forests, with agreat variety of plant and animal life.
We had no t ime to look around, but on our return
trip we were to see the excellent exhibits at the new
museum of natural history in Regina, Saskatchewan,
many of them from Cypress Hills. Here are Saskatch¬
ewan’s birds and animals beautifully displayed. Also
aseries of exhibits with fossils, paintings and models,

s
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After the meeting our hosts Gordon, Herdis and the Although we heard no French spoken during the
gir ls took us on afine tour of town and countryside, course of the tr ip, we were wel l aware of the bi-
with aswim in Di-umheller’s busy plunge to top off lingual nature of this nation. All canned and packaged
awarm day of sight-seeing.

Da lum, we learned , i s in acoa l m in ing reg ion !
The cou lees a re r i ch in t reasures f rom the pas t .
Fossils of ancient plant and animal life from this area
are d isp layed in Drumhel ler ’s smal l and Calgary ’s
more pretent ious museums. But the coal is not in
great demand and the pr ice is poor. Consequent ly
most of the mining towns are in asad state of decay.
W e s a w “ h o o d o o s ” a n d o t h e r o d d s a n d s t o n e f o r m a ¬

tions in the neighboring “badlands,” and came home
with afew pieces of petrified wood carefully chosen ^
f r o m a n a b u n d a n c e o f i t .

Our few remaining days we chose to spend at Lake
Moraine in Banff Nat ional park. On our way there
we spent most of aday and anight in the spacious,
new and growing city of Calgary. St. George’s Island
in Ca lgary i s afine park fo r ap icn ic w i th i t s w ide
lawns, lovely flower beds, excellent zoo, and adinosaur
exhibit that is almost azoo in i tself. At Calgary we
visited Peter Rasmussen in his cozy rooms and toured
the small hospital v/hich he serves as chaplain. Cal¬
gary fr iends took care of us overnight and saw us
on our way to the mountains next morning.

Banff and Lake Louise are familiar to everyone,
at least through pictures and descriptions. Moraine
Lake, where we camped, is asmaller lake than Louise,
but set in i ts val ley of Ten Peaks i t takes second
place to none. Most interesting here was to see and
hear several mighty snowslides fall with aroar down
the face o f amounta in above Conso la t ion Lake, a
two-mile hike from Moraine. Here, too, we became
acquainted with marmots, quite tame woodchuck-like
c r e a t u r e s w h o l i v e i n t h e r o c k s a t t h e b a s e o f s l i d e
a r e a s .

goods were identified on their labels in both languages.
A t t h e b r e a k f a s t t a b l e o n e c a n r e a d o f t h e m o s t

wonderful things to be had just for the sending in
of abox top —and all in French. It should be easy
to pick up asecond language at the breakfast table
if the stay in Canada were long enough. Camping
up north is great fun. We hope to try it again an¬
o t h e r s u m m e r .

How to Raise aJuvenile Delinquent
I N T W E L V E E A S Y L E S S O N S

The police department of Houston, Texas, gives
to the parents of each juvenile who runs afoul of the
law twelve rules for raising ajuvenile delinquent.

1. Begin with infancy to give the child everything
he wants. In this way, he will grow up believing
the wor ld owes h im a l i v ing .

2. When he picks up “bad” words or “dirty” words,
l a u g h a t h i m . T h a t w i l l m a k e h i m t h i n k h e i s
“cute.” He will run off and pick up some other words
that will blov/ the top off your head.

3. Never give him any spiritual training until he
is twenty-one, and then let him decide for himself .
By the same logic, never teach him the English
language. Maybe when he is old enough, he will
want to speak Bantu.

4. Praise him in his iDresence to all the neighbors;
show how much smarter he is than the neighbors’
c h i l d r e n .

5. Avoid the use of the word “wrong,
develop in the child a“guilt complex.”
prepare him to believe that when he is punished
later on for stealing cars or assaulting women that
society is “against him” and that he is being “per¬
s e c u t e d . ”

6. Pick up everything after him: his shoes, his
books, his clothes. Do everything for him, so that he
wi l l be exper ienced in throwing burdens on others.

7. Let him read anything he wants. Have no con¬
cern whatever for v/hat goes into his mind. Provide
him with Lily cups for his lips, but let his brain
drink out of any dirty container for words and ideas.

8. Quarrel frequently in the presence of your chil¬
dren. In th is way they wi l l be prepared for broken
h o m e s l a t e r o n .

9 . G ive h im a l l the spend ing money he wants ;
n e v e r l e t h i m e a r n h i s o w n .

10. Satisfy every craving of the child for food,
drinks and everything that has to do with the sense
of taste and touch, gratifying every sensual desire.

11. Take his part against policemen, teachers and
ne ighbo rs . They a re a l l “ p re jud i ced ” aga ins t you r
c h i l d .

I t m a y
T h i s w i l l

Returning home by a“long-cut” (as our Christy
calls the least direct way) we crossed the Canadian
Rockies into British Columbia, enjoyed the “smell”
of Pacific climate for acouple of days, and then re¬
traced our way through Alberta, Saskatchewan and
on the return t r ip , through Mani toba and into On¬
tario. We saw the prairie change to parkland, then
into woods much like those at home in Wisconsin,
and indeed we were directly north of International
Falls, Minnesota. We camped one more night in a
beautiful site near arushing river just out of Kenora,
Ontario. Next day found us in our own country
again, and happy to sleep once more in our own beds.

What were our impressions of Canada? .Only a
few things made us realize that we were in aforeign
land. The beautiful flags flying everywhere made us
regret that our own stars and stripes is not displayed
as often. The prominent place of the Queen’s visit
in all the periodicals made it obvious that here was
a d i f f e r e n t g o v e r n m e n t t h a n o u r s . O n t h e s h e l v e s
in the grocery stores the large displays of tea in very
large packages indicated the Canadian preference for
tea. We were getting over forty miles to the gallon
of gas, and found ourselves with acupful left over
when we filled our thermos from aquart of milk.

12. When he gets into real trouble, always defend
yourself and say, “I never could do anything with
h i m . ”

W a t e r l o o “ C h u r c h N e w s . > 5
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pages were used in the handbook to
l i s t t h e m . I c o u l d , o f c o u r s e , o n l y
a t t e n d a l i m i t e d n u m b e r b u t i t s t r u c k
m e t h a t e v e r y w h e r e I w e n t I m e t i n
a l l t h i s v a r i e t y a c e r t a i n u n i f o r m i t y
a n d u n a n i m i t y : A l l s p e a k e r s s e e m e d
to me to be deeply in earnest. They
spoke clearly so everyone could under¬
stand. They seemed deeply convinced
t h e m s e l v e s a n d a n x i o u s t o c o n v i n c e
others. They opened their hearts and
quite apparently reached the hearts of
their eager listeners. They spoke con¬
cretely and dealt with real problems,
speaking with power and strength but
w i t h o u t s e n t i m e n t a l i t y. A n d a l l t h e y
s a i d w a s b a s e d o n B i b l i c a l t r u t h a n d
L u t h e r a n d o c t r i n e s . T h e C h r i s t i a n
standards were applied uncompromis¬
ingly and boldly to the complex mod¬
ern world situation, and the Gospel of
Jesus Christ was clearly and convinc¬
i n g l y p r o c l a i m e d .

A n i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e L u t h e r a n
e m p h a s i s w a s t h e f a c t t h a t t h e r e w e r e
f requent oppor tun i t ies to go to Ho ly
Communion . The Lord ’s Supper was
celebrated each weekday at 7a. m. in
n i n e c h u r c h e s a n d a t 5 : 3 0 a n d 1 0 : 3 0
p. m. in eight churches as well as on
Sundays. Other sources of strength
were the “Morn ing Watch” each day
a t 7 : 3 0 a . m . f o r t h o s e w h o d i d n o t
desire to go to Communion, and prayer
mee t i ngs each morn ing f r om 8 to 9 .
There was suggested for pr ivate
m o r n i n g d e v o t i o n s a d a i l y “ m o t t o ”
(two Bible verses), and in private con¬
v e r s a t i o n s e v e r a l t o l d m e h o w m e a n ¬
i n g f u l t h i s w a s t o t h e m .

T h e d e l e g a t e s w e r e d i v i d e d i n t o
g r o u p s t h a t m e t i n t e n d i f f e r e n t h a l l s
each forenoon: 9.00-9:15 for devotion,
immediately followed by Bible study
u n t i l 1 0 : 3 0 . A f t e r a t e n - m i n u t e b r e a k
t h e r e w a s a s o n g p e r i o d a t 1 0 : 4 0 .
11:00-12:15 was used for discussion of
p e r t i n e n t p r o b l e m s i n t h e v a r i o u s
study groups. One of the secrets of
the strength of the Kirchentag, as I
see it, is the readiness to face reality
and meet the actual problems of l i fe
on the basis of prayer and searching
of the Scriptures.

Ano the r r eason i s t ha t eve ry th i ng
w a s p r e p a r e d w i t h t y p i c a l G e r m a n
thoroughness. It was abig task to
find lodging for at least 50,000 people.
25,000 private homes opened their
doors. 6,000 slept in tents, 4,000 in
halls in institutions. 1,280 policemen
directed the traffic for the Sunday
afternoon rally. The planning of the
many details of aKirchentag begins
three years in advance. An example:
A l l p a r t i c i p a n t s r e c e i v e d i n a d v a n c e a
booklet of 96 closely printed page.s
with suggestions for Bible portions to
be studied as well as noting the prob¬
l e m s t o b e d i s c u s s e d i n t h e t e n d i f -
ferent groups, with indication of what
p a r t i c u l a r q u e s t i o n s h o u l d b e d e a l t
with each day. Abibliogi'aphy sug¬
gested further reading under each sub¬
ject. Helpful for tiie parlkipants was
also the Kirchentag paper which was
published during the .meeting, Iwn
r i c h l y i l l u s t r a t e d e d i t i o n s , e a c h 4 8
pages and in newspaper size.

Why the Kirchentag has succeeded

r r

First, the tKirchentag grew out of
t h e d e s p e r a t e p l i g h t i n w h i c h t h e G e r ¬
m a n c h u r c h f o u n d i t s e l f a f t e r W o r l d

Wa r I I . I w a s i n G e r m a n y t h e y e a r
before the Kirchentag began, and one
o f the ou ts tand ing impress ions I re¬
c e i v e d t h e n f r o m v a r i o u s c h u r c h c o n ¬
f e r e n c e s I a t t e n d e d a n d f r o m c o n v e r ¬
s a t i o n s w i t h i n d i v i d u a l s w a s t h a t t h e

expression, “our desperate si tuat ion,”
w a s u s e d s o o f t e n . A m o r a l c o n f u s i o n
and chaos had been brought about by
the Naz is ’ a t tempt to do away w i th
t h e C h r i s t i a n s t a n d a r d s a n d b y t h e
effects of the war. M a n y o f t h e
problems produced by the war still con¬
f r o n t t h e C h u r c h , n o t l e a s t t h e f a c t
t h a t E a s t a n d W e s t G e r m a n y a r e
d i v i d e d . O r a n o t h e r i l l u s t r a t i o n :
7 2 , 0 0 0 c h i l d r e n h a v e b e e n b o r n w h o s e
fathers are soldiers of the occupation
f o r c e s . 6 , 0 0 0 a r e c o l o r e d a n d o f t h e s e
■1,500 will finish school this year.

This and many other problems which
the Church faced caused church people
to become deeply concerned. Some¬
thing had to be done It was lay people
who took the lead in organiz ing the
Kirchentag and they decided to come
t o g r i p s w i t h t h e m a n y p e r p l e x i n g
problems of pract ic ing Chr ist iani ty in
t h e p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n . I t i s r e fl e c t e d
in the frank waj' in which the concrete
s i t u a t i o n s a r e f a c e d i n t h e d i s c u s s i o n
of the many" questions raised in the
various study groups which were mem-
tioned in my former article.

The K i rchentag was born out o f a
t r u e m i s s i o n a r y s p i r i t w h i c h i s s t i l l
v e r y n o t i c e a b l e . I t i s t h i s e a r n e s t
concern that cal ls church people to¬
gether to help them l ive their Chris¬
t ian i ty in a i l sp l ieres of our modern
complex l i fe and al l i ts many act iv i¬
t i e s i n o r d e r t h a t a C h r i s t i a n w i t n e s s
may be brought to the world. At the
opening service this year the president
and the founder of the Kirchentag
emphasized that Christ did not comply
wi th Peter ’s request to l ive in com¬
f o r t a b l e i s o l a t i o n o n a m o u n t a i n o f
t ransfigura t ion bu t in the rea l wor ld
i n t h e v a l l e y o f m i s e r y a n d t h e r e
p rac t i ce Ch r i s t i an i t y. I t i s a l so t h i s
d e e p c o n c e r n t o w i t n e s s t h a t c a u s e d
the Ki rchentag in Munich to conduct
s t r e e t p r e a c h i n g a n d e v e n a r r a n g e
w e l l a t t e n d e d m i d n i g h t s e r v i c e s f o r
peop le whose wo rk p reven ted t hem
from attending the scheduled meetings.

There was amultiplicity of activi¬
ties in Munich. Many of the speakers
w e r e l a y p e o p l e , a n d t h e r e w a s a
great variety in the way in which the
top i cs we re p resen ted . Round tab le
debates and discussions were popular.
Alarge number of meetings were con¬
ducted simultaneously —over 100

The German "K i r chen tag ” has no t
only become the world’s greatest Prot¬
estant meet ing but also aWorld-Wide
C h a l l e n g e . R e p o r t s a b o u t i t h a v e
r e a c h e d a l l c o r n e r s o f t h e e a r t h .
No less than 567 representa t ives o f
the press, the radio, and 'TV were reg¬
is tered th is year. The impact o f the
■K i r c h e n t a g i s n o t o n l y f e l t o n t h e
h u n d r e d s o f t h o u s a n d s w h o w e r e p r e s ¬
e n t i n M u n i c h b u t o n p e o p l e e v e r y ¬
w h e r e .

The Archbishop of Canterbury sent
the fol lowing greet ing:

Yo u r K i r c h e n t a g i s e n t i r e l y a l a y
v e n t u r e , a n d i t t h e r e f o r e s e e m s a p p r o ¬
priate for me to send greetings to you
for your n inth Congress through one
o f ou r l aymen (Pe te r K i r k , member
o f Par l i amen t ) who w i l l be o ffic ia l l y
representing the Church of England
a t M u n i c h .

The subjects you will be discussing
are all of supreme importance to Chris¬
tians today not only in Germany, but
to the Church throughout the wor ld .
M e m b e r s o f o u r C h u r c h i n t h i s c o u n t r y
wi l l be fo l lowing your Congress wi th
interest and wi l l be support ing i t by
t h e i r p r a y e r s .
■C h r i s t i a n s m u s t i n d e e d d o t h e i r b e s t

t o h e l p s e c u l a r a u t h o r i t i e s i n t h e i r
battles against poverty and unemploy¬
ment; they must t ry by example and
prayer to help statesmen to overcome
t h e u n r e s t a n d d i s t r u s t w h i c h i s a t t h e
r o o t o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t r i f e . B u t t h e
b e s t a n d s u r e s t s e r v i c e t h a t t h e C h r i s ¬
t i a n C h u r c h c a n p e r f o r m i s t o b e a r
witness to the Gospel of our redemp¬
t i o n t h r o u g h C h i ' i s t c r u c i fi e d , b y
w h i c h a l o n e m e n c a n b e b r o u g h t t o
t r u s t o n e a n o t h e r t r u l y.

S u r e l y w e i n t h e L u t h e r a n c h u r c h e s
i n A m e r i c a m u s t a l s o b e i n t e r e s t e d i n
w h a t o u r b r e t h r e n i n t h e f a i t h i n
Germany think and do. As Mr. Peter
K i r k h a s s a i d : “ A K i r c h e n t a g p r o ¬
v i d e s a w o n d e r f u l m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f t h e

ecumenical spir i t in addit ion to being
apub l i c w i tness o f ak ind unequa l led
a n y w h e r e e l s e . ”

The K i r chen tag cha l l enges us no t
only with its mass meetings and stag¬
gering statistics but also with its mes¬
sage and its bold discussion of perti¬
n e n t a n d p e r p l e x i n g p r o b l e m s . I t a l s o
confronts us wi th th is quest ion: Why
d o n ’ t w e h a v e s u c h a n i n s t i t u t i o n h e r e
i n A m e r i c a ?

M a n y h a v e d o u b t l e s s a s k e d : H o w
has this come about in Germany?
How has it been possible year after
y e a r t o a t t r a c t s u c h m u l t i t u d e s ? W h a t
i s t h e s e c r e t o f t h e s u c c e s s o f t h e
Kirchentag? Ido not, of course, know
the complete answer, but let me pre
sent some of my thoughts about it.
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h a d o n e F r e n c h a n d o n e E n g l i s h p a g e .
The youth had an ecumenical service
with representatives from adozen dif¬
ferent countries on the program. Asia
a n d A f r i c a w e r e o f t e n r e f e r r e d t o i n
t he d i scuss ions , and a t t he g rea t Sun¬
day a f t e rnoon ra l l y ab r i e f t a l k was
given, partly in English and partly in
G e r m a n , b y D r. F r a n k l i n H . L i t t e l l
o f t h e U . S . A . T h e K i r c h e n t a g g a v e
awor ld -w ide cha l lenge to Chr i s t i ans
everywhere . A t the open ing se rv i ce
the b ishop o f Bavar ia , Dr. D ie tz fe l -
binger, said something that has mean¬
ing for all of us:

The des t iny o f the na t ions is no t
determined by Khrushchev and Eisen¬
h o w e r . M a n y a n o n y m o u s m e n a n d
w o m e n q u i e t l y e x e r c i s e i n fl u e n c e
through the i r Chr is t ian fa i th , prayer,
r e p e n t a n c e a n d s u f f e r i n g . T h e r e a l
n e e d f o r o u r d i v i d e d w o r l d i s t h e s p i r i t
o f C h r i s t i a n l o v e a n d f o r g i v e n e s s
which we pract ice in our congrega¬
t i o n s , i n o u r h o m e s a n d i n t h e p l a c e s
w h e r e w e w o r k .

The Kirchentag is one of God’s choic¬
e s t g i f t s — t o u s a l l .

in gathering such impressive numbers
might par t ly be due to the fad that
Germans are prone to fol low leaders
a n d l i k e t o “ m a r c n t o g e t h e r ” i n g r e a t
n u m b e r s . P e r h a p s o n e m a y a l s o t r a c e
a d e s i r e t o s h o w t h e f o r m e r N a z i s t h e
Church can also gather great crowds.
Some observers have that impression.
I ' o m e i t s e e m s , h o w ' e v e r , t h a t t n e
pi'edominant motive *s agenuine Chris¬
t ian desi re to help fe l low Chr is t ians
t o ' T i n d t h e m s e l v e s ” i n t h e c o n f u s e d
t i m e s i n w h i c h w e l i v e a n d t h e n t o
b e a r w i t n e s c t o t h e w o r l d .

T h e c h i e f r e a s o n w h y s o m a n y c o m e
to the meeting.s and —far more im¬
por tan t ! —take such an ac t i ve pa r t
in the sess ions is c lear ly tha t they
really get somethmg of real value for
their own spiriti.’al life and for apply¬
ing Christian principles in their daily
living. The fact that there was oppor¬
tun i ty to se lec t in te res t g roups was
o f c o u r s e a n a d d e d a t t r a c t i o n . O n e
day 20,000 women met for aspecial
gather ing.

To t h i s s h o u l d f u r t h e r b e a d d e d t h a t
t h e K i r c h e n t a g h a s a w i d e s c o p e .
Lu the r wou ld have re jo i ced to hear
how many opportunities are given to
the participants to hear good music
and Grundtvig would have been happy
to note that there were two paral le l
divisions of the program: the chief
p r o g r a m a n d t h e c u l t u r a l p r o g r a m .
S c h e d u l e d i n t h e a f t e r n o o n s a n d e v e ¬
nings, the cultural program offered a
variety of concerts, plays, reading of
poetry, etc. 80,000 tickets for cultural
act iv i t ies were quick ly sold out , and
a n e w s e t h a d t o b e p r i n t e d . A b o u t
t w e n t y p l a y s w i t h a t o t a l o f n e a r l y
2 0 0 a c t o r s a n d a c t r e s s e s w e r e p r e ¬
sented, and most of the p lays were
r e p e a t e d s e v e r a l t i m e s . T h e r e w a s
a l s o a C h r i s t i a n a r t e x h i b i t i o n . To a
prize contest on the topic "Pentecost”
'179 paint ings and 71 drawings were
s u b m i t t e d . A h u g e b o o k s t o r e d i d a
b r i s k b u s i n e s s .

W h e n I h a v e f r o m t i m e t o t i m e c i t e d
impressive figures i t should not indi¬
cate tha t abragg ing sp i r i t p reva i led .
The very opposite was the case! Quite
often it was expressed that the church
people are in the minority, and confes¬
s ions o f s in and shor tcomings were
frequently voiced. In this was perhaps

o f t he mos t impo r tan t r easo i t e
f o r t h e s u c c e s s o f t h e K i r c h e n t a g .

B u t I m u s t a l s o a d d o n e m o r e r e a ¬

son : Afi rm be l i e f t ha t a l t hough " t he
w h o l e w o r l d i s i n t h e p o w e r o f t h e
ev i l one , ” never the less "whatever i s
b o r n o f G o d o v e r c o m e s t h e w o r l d .
N o m a t t e r h o w c o n f u s e d a n d c h a o t i c
the wor ld s i tuat ion might be, Chr is¬
t i a n i t y m a y b e a p p l i e d . T h e r e a r e
those in Germany who have called the
present age " the posbChr is t ian era. ”
B u t t h e l e a d e r s o f t h e K i r c h e n t a g
proclaimed as their conviction that the
C h r i s t i a n f a i t h h a s t h e v i c t o r y t h a t
o v e r c o m e s t h e w o r l d . T h e t h e m e
which was consistently carried through
i n a l l t h e s e s s i o n s w a s " Yo u s h a l l b e
my people.

I t was often broujgl i t out that God
has His people in al l t l>e many di f¬
ferent nat ions. The Ki rchentag paper

O U R C H U R C H

Chicago, Illinois. Our west-side con¬
gregation in this city has recently voted
to change its name to "Trinity Evan¬
gel ica l Luthera i i Church of Chicago,
I l l i n o i s . ” T h e f o r m e r n a m e w a s “ D a n ¬
i s h L u t h e r a n E v a n g e l i c a l T r i n i t y
C h u r c h o f C h i c a g o . ”

Tacoma, Wash ing ton . Our congre¬
g a t i o n h e r e h a s r e c e n t l y r e g r e t f u l l y
a c c e p t e d t h e r e s i g n a t i o n o f P a s t o r J o ¬
h a n n e s P e d e r s e n . P a s t o r P e d e r s e n h a s

b e e n r e c u p e r a t i n g f o r w e l l o v e r a y e a r
f r o m a s e v e r e s t r o k e , a n d i t i s b e l i e v e d
t h a t c o m p l e t e r e s t f r o m t h e r e s p o n s i ¬
b i l i t i e s o f f u l l - t i m e p a s t o r a l w o r k w i l l
aid and speed his recovery.

Solvang, California. Solvang congre¬
gation is preparing for the annual Fall
M e e t i n g o f t h e D i s t r i c t w h i c h w i l l b e
lield here October 9, 10 and 11.

E n u m c l a w , V Va s h i n g t o n . H o p e c o n ¬
g r e g a t i o n w i l l i n s t i g a t e a n e w p l a n
f o r e v a n g e l i z a t i o n t h i s f a l l , u n d e r t h e
guidance of Pastor Ted Thuesen. Once
amonth, the congregation wil l have a
" v i s i t a t i o n n i g h t ” w h e n a l l c h u r c h
members wi l l be invited to help with
the task. According to the plan, they
“ w i l l m e e t a t t h e c h u r c h . f o r a b r i e f
i ns t ruc t i on pe r i od ” a f t e r wh i ch t hey
" w i l l g o o u t i n p a i r s t o c a l l o n p r o s ¬
p e c t i v e m e m b e r s , i n v i t i n g t h e m t o
a t t e n d a n d t o j o i n H o p e L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h . ” T w o c a l l s a r e t o b e m a d e
b y e a c h p a i r , a f t e r w h i c h t h e g r o u p s
w i l l r e j o i n a t t h e c h u r c h t o r e p o r t
resu l ts and to en joy aco f fee soc ia l .

Minneapol is, Minnesota. At summer
.meet ings of the congregat ion of St .
P e d e r ’ s c h u r e n h e r e , i t w a s v o t e d t o
pu rchase seven l o t s f o r $40 ,500 f o r t he
purpose of re locat ing thb church.

D e s M o i n e s , I o w a . P a s t o r A r t h u r
Frost, retired, has recently been con¬
fi n e d t o I o w a I m t h e r a n H o s p i t a l h e r e ,
severely i l l .

Chicago, Illinois. On the South Side
here. Pastor Harry Andersen was in¬
stalled on September 20, as pastor of
St. Stephen’s Church, with Dr. Johan¬
nes Knudsen in charge of the service.
Pastor Peter Thomsen, Trinity Church,
a s s i s t e d i n t h e s e r v i c e .

Bingsted, Iowa. On October 4, the
a n n u a l H a r v e s t F e s t i v a l w a s h e l d h e r e ,
w i t h D r . A l f r e d J e n s e n a s m a i n s p e a k ¬
e r . H e w a s t o p r e a c h a t m o r n i n g
serv ices and to speak a lso in the a f te r¬
n o o n .

Montca lm County, M ich igan . Mem¬
bers of both our parishes here attended
a f a i ’ e w e l l p a r t y g i v e n i n h o n o r o f
Pastor Beryl Knudsen and family, who
w i l l sho r t l y be l eav ing he re to take
up work in Wilhee, Wisconsin.

I n M e i n o r i a m

/Mr. C. Wil l iam Petersen, of Port land,
Maine, passed away September 18 of
this year, fol lowing an operation. Bi l l
P e t e r s e n w a s a n a c t i v e w o r k e r i n t h e
Sunday School and church of St. Ans-
g a r ’ s c o n g r e g a t i o n b e f o r e i t m e r g e d
w i t h a c h u r c h o f t h e A u g u s t a n a
C h u r c h a f e w y e a r s a g o . H e w a s
head of the history department of the
l o c a l h i g h s c h o o l . H e i s s u r v i v e d b y
h is w i fe , Dagmar Potho lm Petersen,
a n d o n e s o n , C h a r l e s , a s t u d e n t a t
Bowden College.

F l o r e n c e J o r g e n s e n ,
F e r n d a l e , M i c i g a n .

R e s i g n e d
Pastor V. S. Jensen, Synod Ordainor,

has resigned from his office due to the
uncertainty of his health. Pastor Jen¬
sen, now living in Des Moines, Iowa,
w a s - e l e c t e d o r d a i n o r s o m e y e a r s a g o ,
following the death of S. D. Rodholm.
In this year's ordination services. Pas¬
t o r J e n s e n w a s u n a b l e t o o f fi c i a t e , d u e
to his i l lness, and Dr. Alfred Jensen,
synod president, was ordainor. Pastor
J e n s e n l a s t o f fi c i a t e d a t o r d i n a t i o n

services in Muskegon, in 1956.

o n e

»

T h a n k s

M o t h e r a n d I w o u l d l i k e t o e x p r e s s
o u r d e e p t h a n k s f o r t h e g e n e r o u s m e ¬
mor ia l fund ga thered among f r iends
o f m y l a t e f a t h e r , A u g u s t B a n g . S o m e
li i i r ty persons have sent to us atotal
o f $300, which we cons ider a t r ibute
i n d e e d t o h i m . W e a l s o w o u l d l i k e t o
t h a n k R i c h a r d S e a r s a n d H a r o l d M a d ¬
sen for their initiative in gathering the
fund, which will help to pay my fath¬
er ’s debts. To al l , our s incere grat i¬
t u d e .

I p r e f e r t o d o r i g h t a n d g e t n o
thanks ra ther than to do wrong and
get no punishment.

t t

M a r c u s C a t o ,S v e n d A . B a n g .
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Lutheran News from Around the World
i n t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n o r i n i t s a u x i l i a r i e s
o c c u r s w h e n “ i n t h e n a m e o f t h e
Church and of our Lord, there is buy¬
ing and selling of products or services
t h r o u g h s u c h e v e n t s a s f a i r s , b a z a a r s ,
games of chance, car washes, sa les and
l ike enterprises.”

The 1,000 delegates represent more
t h a n 6 0 , 0 0 0 m e m b e r s o f t h e L u t h e r
L e a g u e i n 2 , 3 5 0 c o n g r e g a t i o n s o f t h e
U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A i h e r i c a

i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , C a n a d a a n d t h e
C a r i b b e a n .

The s ta tement was dra f ted by the
fi n a n c e c o m m i t t e e o f t h e L u t h e r

League and previously approved by the
league ’s execut ive commi t tee before
being presented to the delegates.

L e a g u e P r e s i d e n t J u d y F o r d o f
C h e r r y v i l l e , N . C . , e m p h a s i z e d t h e
statement is designed as aguide for
s ta te and synod ica l Lu the r Leagues
a n d n o t " a s a m a n d a t e .

A s p o k e s m a n f o r t h e fi n a n c e c o m m i t ¬
tee said he hopes the statement vri l l
eliminate “objectionable fund-raising
p r o c e d u r e s .

P o r t i o n s o f t h e s t a t e m e n t r e a d :
1 . “ C o m m e r c i a l i s m e x p l o i t s t h e

n a m e o f C h r i s t a n d H i s C h u r c h b y
causing members, as wel l as others,
to feel an obligation to support such
p r o j e c t s b e c a u s e a c h u r c h o r g a n i z a .
t i o n e n d o r s e s t h e m .

2. “Commercial ism tricks people in¬
f o t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n o f t h i n k i n g t h e y
a r e g i v i n g t o C h r i s t a n d H i s C h u r c h
when they ai-e receiv ing aproduct or
service in exchange for their money.

3 . “ C o m m e r c i a l i s m r e fl e c t s a l a c k
o f t r u s t i n G o d , i n t h a t t h o s e w h o -
resor t to i ts pract ice are af ra id that
wor thy pro jec ts w i l l fa i l i f suppor ted
sole ly by f ree-wi l l g iv ing.

Included in the stafeihent is asimple
ru le des igned t o he lp d i r ec t Lu the r
Leagues in determining wha't type of
projects they should undertake.

“Whenever apro jec t i s too la rge to '
be financed by f ree-w i l l g iv ing , ” the
statement reads, “ i t is aquest ionable
project for aleague because i ts good
purpose is outweighed by tvrong fund¬
raising methods.

C H U R C H C O L L E G E S U R G E D T O
R E S I S T T R E N D T O W A R D B I G N E S S

New York, Sept. 25 —Small church-
r e l a t e d C h r i s t i a n l i b e r a l a r t s c o l l e g e s
l i iust remain strong, but at the same
t i m e s h o u l d r e s i s t t h e t r e n d t o w a r d
“bigness” i f they are to be effective,
aLutheran col lege chapla in ins ists.

The Rev. D r. Dav id H . B remer, chap¬
l a i n o f M u h l e n b e r g C o l l e g e , A l l e n t o w n ,
Pa., vrriting in the current (Sept. 29)
i s s u e o f “ T H E L U T H E R A N , ” o f fi c i a l
week ly newsmagaz ine o f the Un i ted
Lutheran Church in America, asks the
question "Are Church Colleges Threat¬
ened by Bigness?” And then he pro¬
ceeds to answer his own question.

“Jn this age of big organizations and
b ig ins t i tu t ions , peop le a re tempted
to emphasize quantity at the expense
of quality,” Di-. Bremer believes. “They
tend to assume tha t a th ing is good
because it is large. This kind of quan¬
t i tat ive thinking is adanger to higher
e d u c a t i o n .

“The trend is toward larger educa¬
t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s t o a c c o m m o d a t e t h e
increas ing numbers o f young peop le
seeking acollege education.”

Cit ing statist ics revealing that three
and aha l f m i l l i on young peop le a re
attending American col leges and uni¬
v e r s i t i e s t h i s f a l l — a n d e s t i m a t e s t h a t
by 1970 there will be 6,000,000 in col¬
lege —the Muh lenberg chap la in , ’ an
o r d a i n e d m i n i s t e r o f t h e U n i t e d L u -
t h e i ’ a n C h u r c h , d e c l a r e s h e i s a w a r e
of a“pressure on all schools, including
church colleges.

D r . B r e m e r s a y s m a n y b e l i e v e t h a t
c l i u r c h - r e l a t e d c o l l e g e s s h o u l d e x p a n d
to keep pace with the increasing num¬
ber of young people seeking entrance,
a n d f e e l t h a t t h e c h u r c h h a s a r e ¬

sponsibility to do its share in educat¬
ing as many students as possible.

But, he asks, “should our colleges be¬
come as large as they possibly can?
S h o u l d w e s a c r i fi c e t h e i m p o r t a n t a d ¬
vantages of the small college in order
to accept more and more s tudents?
W h a t a b o u t o u r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o t h e
i n d i v i d u a l ? ”

At at ime when many col leges are
undertaking vast expansion programs,
t h e c h u r c h m a y h a v e a s p e c i a l r e ¬
sponsib i l i ty to maintc i in schools that
c o n t i n u e t o e m p h a s i z e t h e m o r e p e r ¬
sonal e lement in s tudent - facu l ty re¬
la t ionsh ips , ” Chap la in Bremer po in ts
o u t .
t o t h e n e e d s o f i n d i v i d u a l s t u d e n t s , t o
c r e a t e a n a t m o s p h e r e w h e r e y o u n g ¬
sters have opportunity for social, spir¬
i tua l and in te l lec tua l deve lopment .

“ I b e l i e v e t h a t i f w e m u s t c h o o s e
between fewer and larger or smal ler
and more colleges, we should pick the
l a t t e r a l t e r n a t i v e . ”

C h u r c h c o l l e g e s , h e b e l i e v e s , s h o u l d
assert themselves by going against the
t r e n d .

“ W h a t w e w a n t o u r y o u n g p e o p l e t o
gain from the college experience is not
an assortment of facts. Knowledge is

. i m p o r t a n t , b u t o u r s p e c i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n
t o t h e fi e l d o f e d u c a t i o n s h o u l d b e

to relate knowledge to values, to give
m e a n i n g a n d d i r e c t i o n t o l i f e .

By resisting the trend toward big¬
ness,” Dr. Bremer concludes, “and do¬
ing an increasingly better job -with a
l i m i t e d n u m b e r o f s t u d e n t s , w e c a n
make our colleges centers of excellence
;n h igher educat ion —schools which
demonst ra te agenuine personal con¬
c e r n f o r e a c h i n d i v i d u a l s t u d e n t . ”

W e s h o u l d p a y c l o s e a t t e n t i o nt i

i }
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P O S T M A S T E R : I f u n d e l i v e r a b l e a s a d d r e s s e d ,
a t t a c h F o r m 3 5 7 9 , g i v e n e w a d d r e s s , a n d
r e t u r n e n t i r e p a p e r t o :

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S , A s k o v , M i n n e s o t a
R e t u r n p o s t a g e g u a r a n t e e d .
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§ C H U R C H C O J I M E R C I A L I S M
S C O R E D B Y L U T H E R L E A G U E
O F A M E R I C A

Ithaca, New York, August 21 —The
L u t h e r L e a g u e o f A m e r i c a h a s o v e r ¬
whelming ly adopted as t rong ly -worded
s t a t e m e n t w h i c h s c o r e s s u c h c h u r c h
and church-auxil iary sponsored events
as “fairs, bazaars, games of chance,
sales and like enterprises.

De lega tes to the 64 th ann ive rsa ry
c o n v e n t i o n o f t h e L u t h e r L e a g u e ,
meeting at Cornell University, adopted
t h e c o n t r o v e r s i a l s t a t e m e n t a f t e r a n
h o u r - a n d - a - h a l f d e b a t e a t a s p e c i a l
n i g h t s e s s i o n .

T h e s t a t e m e n t d e s c r i b e s s u c h c h u r c h -
sponsored activit ies as festivals, sup¬
p e r s a n d t h e a t r i c a l p r o d u c t i o n s a s
“open to serious questions when their
p u r p o s e i s r a i s i n g m o n e y f o r t h e
C h u r c h . ” T h e t w o - p a g e d o c u m e n t
l a b e l s c o m m e r c i a l i s m w i t h i n t h e
church as “a primary enemy of Chris¬
tian stewardship.

Commercialism, the statement reads.
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In the Family
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 3 )

i l l t h e n a m e o f L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t a n d
in the spirit of God.

There , s tand ing a t the foo t o f the
c r o s s w e fi n d o u r s e l v e s e m e r g i n g
from the hiding place of some humanly
c o n t r i v e d s h e l t e r . W e s e e o u r s e l v e s
freed from avoiding the responsibility
we have taken on by joining together
i n f a m i l y l i f e ; w e fi n d o u r s e l v e s f r e e d
f rom the anx ie t ies o f invo lv ing our¬
selves in the difficulties and tragedies
the fami l y encoun te rs in th is wor ld .
W e d i s c o v e r o u r s e l v e s t o b e f r e e d
from the fear of giving of our talents,
our time, our security in order to serve
the Lord of the church under the cross,
in the family, in the community, in the
n a t i o n a n d i n t h e w o r l d .
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